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Lieutenant Bennett’s section. Lieut. B. and his
mént? were camped in 4 fine grove, near s largecr
The First Wisconsin add Thirty-fifth -
fantry, together with some Kentucky avalry, werk
campsd néarby, -7 ARF oo ey S

On the 10th of May, an order came for theis to
ceed directly to Pulaski; and at noon they ‘wer
the road,—the First Wisconsin going with the
The left section had, also, an order to go to the san
p}ace, and left immediately, under command ‘of Lie
tenants Sypher and Sturges. I will here state; th
Lieutenant Sypher had returned, and joined usatC
lumbia, some two weeks previous, having recovere
his health. He had been sick nearly two montk
and went home from Houstonville, where we had le
him. . A number of our sick, who had. been 16ft

hind, rejoined us here. ©
. On the 20th of May, Lieutenant Bennbtt' retirs

1 Qﬁ)'lumb_i@ with the right ‘section, and immed

proceeded to Kalioke Station, six miles

.,,.ggfs.: The negt'n Ay,

place; and dufing t
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EXPEDITION OF THE CENTER SECTION.
On Monday, June 9th, the Center Section left
Columbia for Murfreesboro, leaving the forge, bat-
tery and baggage wagons behind,-together with the
tents and camp equipage. The reason for this move
was supposed to be an attack apprehended on Mur-
freesboro, as there had been several skirmishes in
that'vicinity. S G
At 5°A. M. the two guns started, under command
of Captain Standart and Liéntenant Baldwin: At
2 P. M. the forge and battery wagons, together
with what men were left; also left along with the
First Kentucky Cavalry. - Standart’s command
marched four miles beyond Franklin that day, and
camped for-the night. - ‘The reniainder went within
ﬁvefmtilés"- of the above place,’ and also-.camped.
The next day, the last-named weént to within.seven
miles of Murfreesboro. - The'cernter section reached
the town:at2 P.M.'the same dayg_.aé'_l.‘-he,;mgglggw;.ﬂ;'
“exception of somé six miles; were in fine order,
beingmiacadamized. - The tountry-is -well adapted
farming,‘and.:we passed many large fields of
‘and cotton! The wheat; generally,:
titii-On Wednesday “morning; Jw
two guns we:set:ouf, in compan

Sixty-nifith dnd Seventy-fourti Ohio, -T
sotaEleventh eud part of the Ni
i nd one battalion: €
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Kentucky and Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, toges
ther with four guns of the [Lirst Tennessee and fouy
of First Kentucky Artilety. ‘At 9 0'look, ‘dath ‘

body of the army. The expedition was utider com
mand of General Dumont, F gy :
Early that evening our expedition - reach
Readyville, and camped in a corn-field near a creeks
At 11 o'clock, the same night, all hands were order
ed out to proceed on the march.
grumbling was caused at this unlooked for coms
mand, but all must obey. T
About this time, ‘an eclipse of the moon ocCuf;
red, and the men Jocosely remarked that we ‘were
only wakened to take anp astronomical ‘survey of ity
After considerable delay, at 1 o’clock we were in
motion. For the first few miles the road was quite
hilly, and one of the Kentucky battery’s caissons

warm, but the road was well shaded by woods.. At
11 o'clock arrived at McMinnville, & small town: ofis |
x:iﬁxgwe'fhifﬂdfréasfﬁ_ilnﬁ‘a*-bi‘ts‘ms;% s

Masnchester and MeMinnville ]
ig stifqngiy" “secésh.” - Thei 43
with’ us; who had+ latelyibéen dsiven: ou

-~
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town on account of strong Union sentiments. .__‘He
tifig a8 our guide. = i
Waztaiféﬁﬁinﬁl_legwe caniped in an open field ear
the town—the Tennessee and Kentucky Bgtfegea
being camped near by. The remainder of the force
were camped at different places. ; On the day fol-
lowing, a part of the force, consisting of th}e Third
Minnesota, and First' Kentucky Infantry, gn_e _I;)at-
talion each of the Fourth Kentucky and. b’eventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry, one section 0’-'f Hewitt’s Ken-
tucky, and our center section of ?,rtlllery, were or-
dered forward to Pikeville, to dnye out _a body of
Secesh Cavalry,svho were reported as be;ng a‘a:t that
place. - At 5 P.M,, took up our line of mérch.-' R’j:.‘he
next morning, early, the rest of the 'forcg fqllqvﬁed.
Our road now lay ‘through ai'»w;lﬁi,ﬂ rqub;_and
mountainous country, but thinly inhabited and littlo
cultivated—corn being the only ‘grain we saw.
The long and dry continuance of the weather h_ad
drained all the creeks, so that wat?r was nqtv;g?.gilly
obthiné't'i," and; for the want of thph, both;:nm;ﬂnd
beast suffered’ terribly. The hlllswew stééli ?.nd
rocky, and our poor horses, bv;grgf{mefv?th hf&wl;and
thirst; were bleeding at the Anose; andmdymgwe
out ;' but by dint of hard urging, and ‘easing them
of their :fioacié}’ﬁg’fﬁh@ﬂyge@c}}ed‘ Pik valleeatly in
the afternoon of Saturdaz, June 14ths “Muchtoour
disappointment, found that the sq.cesyf}zat_in ;gf&ee
days prior-to‘our arrival. <. « eirauasiait
Pikerille is o small plae, cotani

4
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gj ..... 3 S g%
dred and ﬁfty mheb1tant~ and s yt}ﬁ;

.- head of Sequatchie V.q,lley T:NEead;
dnxdmg line of East.and dedle Tennesseg

< were several Union men hvmg here, 8

- izJoined. Woolford’s Cavah o S : :

. The advance, ﬁndlng their mlssxon at an

:s0ut.on their return the next, day. - In the '

< the rear. detachment;, which. had camped half

igh

.11_43fore, the next mornmg proceeded on,, 1
.- they had gone four or five mxles were _x'a"
.. face about and retrace thexr ateps :
.. A day.and night's march again brouvh
.. McMinnville, where we camped on the rive
;;;;i‘hgse who went foxward also aruyed on

.aipopulation.of five,thous
of Rutland, and is located on the Nashn‘ e
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Cha.ttano,oga,leroad .hemg some thu'ty mlles from
the. fo lage, i

Elggay gmorning, at_dayfight we started for Co-
lumb;a,»free: from -infantry. and cavalxy, with the
exception of one -company of the First JKentucky.
Captain Standart left us at Murfreesboro and
went: to Shelbyvﬂle, -where - Lieutenant Sypher
was stationed with the left section. We were
aocordmgly under command of Lieutenant Bald-
win.. ‘We. camyed the first night, two miles
beyqad Franklin. - Made an early start on Saturday
morning, June 2lst -andreached Columbia at 11
A. M. the same* day. Camped on the east side of
Duck River, where we found Lieutenant Bennett
with the second detachment of the right section,
they having arrived the night previous from Ro-
gerﬁnlle, Alabama; where they left the first detach-
ment. The Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry
were encamped with them. All were glad to once
mora . get bagk to their old quarters. ‘We had been
gone just thirteen days, during wlnch,‘!nme_ we-had
matdlred two hundred and ﬁtty m1les ;

of tﬁe town ;

Thm was 4 mnch "ee:tte’" ]



havmg nsen were ordered forwa.rd and soon ‘passe
* ‘through the Sl twn of Farmington: “The-8ta
“and stripes were flying from a high' staff i the cén
: tﬁr of the town, and several of fhe m"habxtants ai, i

a ﬁne creek ~ For two days, everythmg was qmet
.- Sunday morning, July 13th, at. dayhght
avy.firing was heard in the direction of Murfrees-
boroi which is about twenty miles distant. All
: : :con)}ectures were formed ‘in, regard i:o 1
; 2 2 cause of it. At mght received a report that the.
& ;11:11; 21:811?;2 Sg::;(;:miaggiihe e~" : Rebels: had attacked Murfreesboro, and had suc-
: ceededmobtammg possessmn of the town. Had

We were here Jomed by the Seventh Pennsytva;g‘:
_Cavalry . and on the mormng:‘of J uly 10th, ezifér"’é

.Fgg;g«cemm TRmors current in, camy, ;t Wassup-
that a force of the enemy werein \
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The nght section remained near camb’"*‘» The Id't
section took position‘atthe depot, the’ icenter see
tion"going out'some distance below the ‘dépot, and -
close tothe track. All kept vigilant watch’ dunhg e |
the night, but no enemy appeared.
The following day we received reinforcements,*
consisting of the Fifty-first Ohie, part of the Ninth s
Michigan, and two. companies of the Third Minne- -
sota, who were engaged in guarding some stationat &
the time of the capture of Murfreesboro, and had ;
luckily escaped. We also had a small force of cav-
alry. During the day of Monday, July 14th, scouts &
were sent'out in different directions. ~A°small bar-g%"'
ricade was built at the point where the center sec- ‘%
tion was posted. At night, troops were stationed
in different places along the road, and the utmost*3
caution observed to prevent a surprise. - But the4
night passed, like the one prevxous, thhout ,an
taokr o s $
At daylight, the whole force was ordered to move
and were soon under way. We were not allowed to*
wait for breakfast, or to feed the horses« “"What this®
movement was for, or where we weregom i none,
the oﬁ'icers in’ command knew e

which is south of Wartrace; and on the- ‘same railrosd
Tt I8°al80 al the junction’ of “the’ Manchester s ‘and-Me-
Mmuvﬁl‘e road; On arriving there; *we encampéd
an"orchar ‘d'near the dépot.” At dark, the left secti
were "posted on a high eleva‘hon, at the forth-eas

5

part of the town. There was already a large force

heré, afidtiore troops still a.rrxwmg The concentias"
gg{af so"h’?ge a forte at this point, Tooked as'if a" -

b Lstﬂeﬁ was ‘brewmg Preparations were ‘atonce made

o resist'any force the enemy might ‘bring’ to oppose
1=, Rifle pits were dug, and earth works throwu up.
Various’ rumors circulated through camp. ~Several
-orsous” weré arrested on the charge of being spies; -
ane of whom, fumor had it, was found guilty, and sen-
-2nced to be hung.

Three days thus passed by, daring which time we

were visited by frequent showers of rain.

On the night of the 18th of July, the center section
noved to a grove close by the depot, while the right
:ection moved in another direction, and near where
‘he left was posted. At 9 o’clock next morning, re-
ceived orders to march, and a general breaking up of
camp now ook place; some going in one direction—
:ome in ‘another. ~Qur battery, together with the
Eighteenth Kentucky Infantry, went towards Shelby-
ville. Marched about nine miles that day,and camped

‘o a large field. During the night, had a heavy thun-

BD stm'm,rmth high wind. At daylight, were on the

move: “/The weather was quite cloudy, and threatened' ,
n1ore rfmi, but soon cleared up ‘and became’ ‘gite
LAE10 o'clock Al M, entered Shelbyville, -

iftef Témaining there an hour,vﬁgam ‘moved fpr— e
ward. “5We" “ere now traveling over a ‘iacadamized
road, which wasin’ mosf excellent conditivh: B iﬁer
going ergh’t mile we campecI near a crne , and re

4l 38w 7 o X 52 3




shyille, . Our. battery moved camp to & high ele
tion overlooking the town. Abouft): thrég)ghh&:g&
slaves .had been brought in from the‘/».‘surro_uhdingv“ =
country, and set to work building a redoubt for the. o |
use of artillery.. Our men were engaged in jmttmg
the famping ground in good order. In g short time
report reached us that a large force of Rebels had en
tered Lebanon and captured the place witlﬁoutv‘ﬁring
a gun. . All kinds of rumors were put in circulation’s
regarding this movement. At 4 o'clock, ﬁevrbeee'i;éd
orders to. harness horses.and. be prepared to march 3
any.moment. About the same time, a*co k%a:n;Hmll
- Btory was started, that a. party of “secesh” hag ens

tered town with a ftag of truce and d
s flag emanded the

We were momentarily expecting
some reason, the order was deiay

o

ag-if those in command did ‘not know -
After waiting nntil & :
eceived 'word t¢ march.
nd the clouds threat
moved on‘at a enail-liké p :
hortly afterarrived at Stone rivet, which
bliged to ford, the bridge having been
We now knew that we were going -
wards Lebanon. The slaves along the road report-
ed that a large body of Rebel Cavalry had gone
towards Murfreesboro late the day previous. Here,
again, was a fine opportunity to manufacture long
“ yarns;” and mole-hills were magnified into moun-
tains. Notwithstanding all this, we kept on to-
wards Lebanon. When we had proceeded to within
ten miles of the town, a halt was ordered, an& some
of the ‘Cavalry were sent forward to reconmoiter. -
In about an hour they returned, bringing in two *
prisoners whom they had captureéd. They reported
that the enemy had left Lebanon. Order was now
given to “ about face,” and we were soon on the re- -
turn to Murfreesboro. When we had arrived to
withid $#%o tiles of whére the Nashville ‘and Me-
Minnville*road crosses the Murfreesboro and Leba- "
non réad, it was reported that a body of the enemy ~
werethere, waiting to offer us battle; and, from the*
stories we had heard in the morning, it looked some-
what-reasonable. S
Ourfotcés wer
and moved forward to meet the supposed enemy;

3
p
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Colonel Barnes, of the Eighth Kentueky, actmg as

Bnga.dxer Ge

After ﬂeplog;ng rxght and left, and sendmg outr

tle hard bread and cold bacon but the word £
ward” was given, and on we went About 7 o’clock
we again erossed Stone river, and here camped, o)
rather bivouacked, for the night. After feedmg our:
teams, and preparing some coﬁ"ee stretched o
selyes on the ground to obtain a httle sleep, bem,g
pretty well tlred out.

The next morning, as soon as it was light enou
tc see,and Wlthout havmv anvthma to eat, we aga;

8.5 Jeaden

at t?ne eross-roéds before;
to, ca.mp, which we were gla
frqm bemg a pleasant placg.

riving

59"

6 oelock P M we tarted for Murfreesboro, "8
thére at 8 ocfocﬁhe sa‘nie evemng.
hal‘lz ‘in’ front of the cou‘i-t—hwse, ami after stamf’ -
ing some two hours, were' ‘ordered to unhxfghftxorses
but Dot to take off harness, and lay by for the might.
We spread our ‘blankets‘on the sxdewalk &u& With
an excellent ‘brick sidewalk for a bed dreamed the
hours‘away. Barly in thé motning; “went t0 our old

camping ground on the hill. This was ou_fhe: 2Tth
of July.

\om.-'l‘he enemy wmch we expected to meet at thu cross—

.ads near Stone river, on ‘the nivht of the 23d of July, proved

5 be General Nelson’s. command, who had returned by this road.
C olonel Barnes—who, it will be. recollected, was in-command of
sur, force—=was unaware of this movement + The slavgs Md &,
m.ataken General Nelson 8 force for

semaiEls éﬁAi’i‘ER £ e it ‘ i £a s
MOVING—STILL MOVING i

::P }‘&,dfz‘ﬁﬁ
‘dxqice, m{ﬁi&&m candy
we 3-01'1’ ‘sang agle 5 Fal
b B1¥

At fiobt of the %Stﬁﬁ.}niygs-m *Féceived ordert




